Selections from Magna Carta
2.If any earl, baron, or other person that holds lands directly of the Crown, for military
service, shall die, and at his death his heir shall be of full age and owe a “relief,” the heir shall
have his inheritance on payment of the ancient scale of “relief.” That is to say, the heir or heirs
of an earl shall pay 100 pounds for the entire earl’s barony, the heir or heirs of a knight 100
shillings at most for the entire knight’s “fee,” and any man that owes less shall pay less, in
accordance with the ancient usage of “fees.”
8.No widow shall be compelled to marry, so long as she wishes to remain without a husband. But she must give security that she will not marry without royal consent, if she holds
her lands of the Crown, or without the consent of whatever other lord she may hold them of.
12.No “scutage” or “aid” may be levied in our kingdom without its general consent, unless
it is for the ransom of our person, to make our eldest son a knight, and (once) to marry our
eldest daughter. For these purposes only a reasonable “aid” may be levied. “Aids” from the city
of London are to be treated similarly.
13. The city of London shall enjoy all its ancient liberties and free customs, both by land
and by water. We also will and grant that all other cities, boroughs, towns, and ports shall
enjoy all their liberties and free customs.
17.Ordinary lawsuits shall not follow the royal court around, but shall be held in a fixed
place.
20.For a trivial offence, a free man shall be fined only in proportion to the degree of his
offence, and for a serious offence correspondingly, but not so heavily as to deprive him of his
livelihood. In the same way, a merchant shall be spared his merchandise, and a husbandman
the implements of his husbandry, if they fall upon the mercy of a royal court. None of these
fines shall be imposed except by the assessment on oath of reputable men of the neighborhood.
23.No town or person shall be forced to build bridges over rivers except those with an
ancient obligation to do so.
28.No constable or other royal official shall take corn or other movable goods from any
man without immediate payment, unless the seller voluntarily offers postponement of this.
35.There shall be standard measures of wine, ale, and corn…throughout the kingdom.
There shall also be a standard width of dyed cloth, russett, and haberject, a type of cloth,
namely two ells within the selvedges. Weights are to be standardised similarly.
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39.No free man shall be seized or imprisoned, or stripped of his rights or possessions, or
outlawed or exiled, or deprived of his standing in any other way, nor will we proceed with
force against him, or send others to do so, except by the lawful judgment of his equals or by
the law of the land.
40.To no one will we sell, to no one deny or delay rights or justice.
41.All merchants may enter or leave England unharmed and without fear, and may stay
or travel within it, by land or water, for purposes of trade, free from all illegal exactions, in
accordance with ancient and lawful customs. This, however, does not apply in time of war to
merchants from a country that is at war with us.
45.We will appoint as justices, constables, sheriffs, or other officials, only men that know
the law of the realm and are minded to keep it well.
48.All evil customs relating to forests and warrens, foresters, warreners, sheriffs and their
servants, or river-banks and their wardens, are at once to be investigated in every county by
12 sworn knights of the county, and within 40 days of their enquiry the evil customs are to
be abolished completely and irrevocably. But we, or our chief justice if we are not in England,
are first to be informed.
52.To any man whom we have deprived or dispossessed of lands, castles, liberties, or
rights, without the lawful judgment of his equals, we will at once restore these. In cases of dispute the matter shall be resolved by the judgment of the 25 barons referred to below in the
clause for securing peace (61). In cases, however, where a man was deprived or dispossessed of
something without the lawful judgment of his equals by our father King Henry or our brother King Richard, and it remains in our hands or is held by others under our warranty, we shall
have respite for the period commonly allowed to Crusaders…On our return from the
Crusade, or if we abandon it, we will at once render justice in full.
61.Since we have granted all these things for God, for the better ordering of our kingdom,
and to allay the discord that has arisen between us and our barons, and since we desire that
they shall be enjoyed in their entirety, with lasting strength, for ever, we give and grant to the
barons the following security:
The barons shall elect 25 of their number to keep, and cause to be observed with all their
might, the peace and liberties granted and confirmed to them by this charter…

Amendments 1-10 to the United States Constitution
(The Bill of Rights)
1
Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free
exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people
peaceably to assemble, and to petition the government for a redress of grievances.
ARTICLE 2
A well regulated militia, being necessary to the security of a free state, the right of the people to keep and bear arms, shall not be infringed.
ARTICLE 3
ARTICLE
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No soldier shall, in time of peace, be quartered in any house, without the consent of the
owner, nor in time of war, but in a manner to be prescribed by law.
ARTICLE 4
The right of the people to be secure in their persons, houses, papers, and effects, against
unreasonable searches and seizures shall not be violated, and no warrants shall issue, but upon
probably cause, supported by oath or affirmation, and particularly describing the place to be
searched, and the persons or things to be seized.
ARTICLE 5
No person shall be held to answer for a capital, or otherwise infamous crime, unless on a
presentment or indictment of a grand jury, except in cases arising in the land or naval forces,
or in the militia, when in actual service in time of war or pubic danger; nor shall any person
be subject for the same offense to be twice put in jeopardy of life or limb; nor shall be compelled in any criminal case to be a witness against himself, nor be deprived of life, liberty, or
property, without due process of law; nor shall private property be taken for public use, without just compensation.
ARTICLE 6
In all criminal prosecutions the accused shall enjoy the right to a speedy and public trial,
by an impartial jury of the state and district wherein the crime shall have been committed,
which district shall have been previously ascertained by law, and to be informed of the nature
and cause of the accusation; to be confronted with the witnesses against him; to have compulsory process for obtaining witnesses in his favor, and to have the assistance of counsel for his
defense.
ARTICLE 7
In suits at common law, where the value in controversy shall exceed twenty dollars, the
right of trial by jury shall be preserved, and no fact tried by a jury shall be otherwise reexamined in any court of the United States, than according to the rules of the common law.
ARTICLE 8
Excessive bail shall not be required, nor excessive fines imposed, nor cruel and unusual
punishments infiicted.
ARTICLE 9
The enumeration in the Constitution, of certain rights, shall not be construed to deny or
disparage others retained by the people.
ARTICLE 10
The powers not delegated to the United States by the Constitution, nor prohibited by it
to the states, are reserved to the states respectively, or to the people.

